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Ed/Abstract

As part of the NASA-IPAC Teacher Archival Research Program (NITARP), astronomers, teachers, and students collaborated in using archival data from GALAX and SDSS to look for a color/magnitude correlation in Active Galactic Nuclei (AGN) using Type I quasars with redshifts between 0.1<z<0.5.  Our team included members from across the US, who traveled to Austin, TX, to the 2012 Winter AAS Meeting, where the original premise of our study was introduced.  This was followed by regular conference calls, and use of the wiki for posting documents as we developed our proposal.  Over the summer we spent four days at IPAC/Caltech in Pasadena, CA, examining our data. Throughout the process, teachers and students developed new knowledge and experiences while conducting authentic science research.  This will translate to our schools and classroom in different ways; at Monrovia High School, students presented our work as part of their junior project, are currently mentoring other students, and will be doing a larger presentation of our results at Griffith Observatory to parents, teachers, and local astronomers. NITARP is funded using NASA Astrophysics Data Program and Archive Outreach funds.

