Education Goals

Tom Doyle

· Freeport Schools is in the process of creating research curriculum spanning grades 5 through 12. To date, Tom’s NITARP experience has provided a wealth of material that will be incorporated into this curriculum. Students are currently conducting research using GALEX, NED, SDSS, and WISE databases.  Research activities these students are involved in include the use of APT analyzing photometry, creating HR diagrams of open and globular clusters, measuring the jets from M 87, and calculating the luminosity of Seyfert galaxies. The student will present their posters at our science fair March 26, 2012.

· Students on our team who will attend the NITARP program at CALTECH this summer will speak and present their findings to other students and teachers and at a future Board of Education meeting.  These students will become mentors in the future for other students conducting astronomy research.

· Our school district has a partnership with The Cradle of Aviation Museum in Uniondale, New York, which has implemented a multi-disciplinary approach to teaching that incorporates Astronomy. We have been part of a number of professional development meetings and students have taken part in museum activities. Tom’s NITARP experience will now be included in these kinds of activities.

· As part of the Cradle of Aviation museum outreach Tom has been partnered with an astronomer from the Amateur Observers Society of New York (AOSNY).  The astronomer will visit our class on a number of occasions. (More on this later). Tom will speak at a future meeting of this organization describing his involvement with NITARP.

Tom will give a presentation of his experience with NITARP at a future NSTA meeting.

